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“…while respecting 

the sensitive 

northern 

environment and its 

ecological and 

cultural significance” 

(Transport Canada, 

2017)

Low-Impact Shipping Corridors

Map: Environment, Society and Policy Group uOttawa



Project Goals

■ Arctic shipping spatial trends database

■ Concerns and opportunities, culturally 

significant marine areas

■ Inuit- and community-identified 

recommendations



14 Community 
Workshops

• 14 communities

• Local partners 

• 59 youth cultural 

liaisons

• 130+ knowledge 

holders



14 Community 
Workshops

• Mapping and 

discussions

• Seasonal benefits, 

concerns, risks of 

marine vessel traffic

• Management 

recommendations
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Photo: Katie Orlinksy

“Any Arctic strategy worth pursuing must put working with Inuit at its heart,

not at the periphery.”

"ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᑐᒐᒃᓴᑦ ᑐᑭᓯᓂᓗᒐᐅᓗᑎᒃ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ"

- Mary Simon ᒥᐊᕆ ᓴᐃᒪᓐ

Former president of ITK and 
MSR on Arctic Leadership

Photo: J. Provencher; Slide courtesy Erin Abou-Abssi



1. Relevant to Local 
Needs & Interests

Photo: Meethenorth.org/EricGuth





2. Visiting Researchers & Local 
Organizations Partnering Together



2. Visiting Researchers & Local 
Organizations Partnering Together



3. Youth Cultural Liaisons 
and Co-facilitators





4. Conducting Results 
Validation & 
Sharing Exercises





Conclusion


